Surgical treatment of carcinoma of the esophagogastric junction.
Forty-seven patients with carcinomas of the esophagogastric junction were operated. In acquiring complete dissection of lymph nodes located at the splenic hilus and along the splenic artery, splenectomy with or without caudal hemipancreatectomy was performed in 29 of 47 patients. To avoid leaving carcinoma cells behind in the remaining esophagus margin of resection, 20 patients underwent left thoracophrenicolaparotomy and 14 patients received blunt dissection of the intrathoracic esophagus. Five-year survival of 55.6% was observed in curative groups of the present study. No operative mortality was present.